MOYRAVERTY PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL
MINUTE OF MEETING HELD ON 23TH NOVEMBER 2011

PRESENT:

Father Martin McAlinden, Parish Priest arrived later
Father Desmond Mooney
Sister Annunciata, Vice Chairperson  



Gerry Heaney, Chairperson




Maria Gallagher





Jim Mulqueeny
Mary Dougan




Colum Murphy, Clerical Student




Mary Watkins




Vincent O’Rourke

 


Brendan Prunty



Anne Kelly, Secretary

APOLOGIES:
Mel McConville




Martin Toner
OPENING PRAYER  Jim chose a poem from Michael Quoist’s book, ‘Prayers for Life’ entitled “The Brick”. This describes a brick being laid by a bricklayer and on top of this he lays another brick and so on until a building is created.  The author likens himself to the brick and voices that it makes no difference where the brick is placed, at the base or the top, so long as it, and he, stands faithfully at the right place.  We all enjoyed Jim’s choice and Chairperson commended him on it.  Vincent agreed to prepare the prayer for our next meeting.
WELCOME Chairperson welcomed us to the meeting and apologies were noted.  Chairperson highlighted that we had a very successful Mission since our last meeting.
PREVIOUS MINUTE was agreed, proposed by Maria Gallagher and seconded by Mary Dougan.

DISCUSSION on Chapter 5 of The Welcoming Parish, ‘A Feeling of Home’.  Anne liked the comparison of the church with home, as home should be a place where one should feel both needed and wanted, where we will be welcome no matter what we have done.  Maria agreed that we get unconditional love at home and liked the image of Church as home. Gerry added that the church like home does not exclude, sinners are welcome.  Sister Annunciata liked the bit about listening around the kitchen table where difficulties could be worked through and felt that listening is such a huge and important part of church ministry.  Vincent was not so sure about the image of home being used.  He felt the principles were okay but that it didn’t speak of an adult church, i.e. adults taking responsibility.
Chairperson thanked us for this discussion and concluded that it was an interesting chapter.  

We agreed to read Chapter 6 for our next meeting, ‘Deciding Together’.

​​​​​​​​​​​​​_____________________________

MATTERS ARISING:
Bereavement Ministry – Gerry has not had a chance to speak with Father Martin and Vincent as yet.  Colum mentioned that he has been in touch with Bethany Bereavement Services who offer a 10-evening course at £140 per person.  Colum has spoken to Father Martin about this course which is more a follow-up to funerals and helping people to deal with grief.  Six people from the Parish would be required and Colum stated that this would need to be done by January 2012 for the March course.  The course is also offered in September.  Vincent mentioned that the deanery is offering a support service whereby anyone wanting to be involved must have some form of training.  It was agreed that this ministry is best run at deanery level. Colum in first instance agreed to discuss with Father Martin and Deanery priests  re the above course (which is more a ‘listening service’) and decide on advertising for anyone wishing to attend. Chairperson thanked Colum for his work on this.
Children’s Liturgy – Mary Dougan reported that nothing has been done yet as she continues to have difficulty getting responses from people who had expressed an interest.  We agreed that the need for volunteers will be re-advertised in the bulletin.  Currently we have 4 people and would need 8.  It is envisaged that it will be Easter before this ministry will be up and running due to the Parish Centre being out of action. 
EUCHARISTIC CONGRESS – this will be held from 10th to 17th June 2012.  We agreed that even though this is a little bit away, we will start to think about what we might do.  We will celebrate at Parish level of course and there will be things happening at Diocesan level.  After Christmas we agreed to link in with this.
​​​​​​​​​​​​​________________________
Speaker from other Parish Groups – Jim Mulqueeny of St. Vincent de Paul Society, Craigavon.

Jim confirmed that he had sought and got permission to speak to us this evening about his work with St. Vincent de Paul which of course is of a highly confidential nature.  Jim did not share any confidential information with us.  Jim prepared a report beginning with the history of how the Society was formed and then spoke particularly about the Craigavon Conference and the enormous amount of work they do from providing necessities to visiting people in their homes, residential homes, hospitals and in prisons.  Meetings are held each Wednesday at 7.30 pm.
Father Martin arrived at this point
Jim went on to highlight that St. Vincent de Paul is a non-denominational organisation.  Jim spoke of their Oil Savings Scheme run in association with Lurgan Credit Union Ltd.  This scheme has proved so helpful to so many people.  Father Martin suggested that it would be great if someone would speak at Mass about St. Vincent de Paul.  Brendan offered to put anything on the website that would help.  Brendan enquired if tokens could be made available that parishioners could buy and present to St. Vincent de Paul who in turn would distribute to those in need to allow them to buy gifts for Christmas, etc.  This came about from Jim’s sharing of information on their Oil scheme and giving us all a sample savings card.  Brendan envisaged a similar system to be used for gift tokens or even to fill half an oil card for oil, thus defraying the cost for St. Vincent de Paul.  Jim agreed to speak to his Conference Chairperson Gerry Conway about this.  We all agreed that the dedication, work and time given by the members of Craigavon St. Vincent de Paul is exceptional.  Few of us had realised that so much was done by the Society within our own community.  Chairperson agreed that it would be great for someone to share this information with all the parishioners especially before their Christmas Collection.  Chairperson thanked Jim for his very interesting and informative talk. 
We will invite a member of the Finance Committee to speak at our next meeting.

Any Other Business:

· Jim reported that he has now transported the books that have been donated to the Upstairs Store Room and has requested to have these sorted out.  A box of children’s books will be left in the Porch and we will need somewhere to display them.  Father Martin suggested a library could be arranged in the Parish Centre.  We all agreed this would be a great idea.  Chairperson thanked Jim for his work.
· Sister Annunciata reminded us that it is coming time to put up the Crib and had concerns that the screen might be in the way.  Gerry assured Sister that this would not be the case, that there was plenty of room.  Sister Annunciata was happy to learn this.

· Mary Watkins stated that the Legion of Mary are hoping to visit each house in the Parish and for this purpose Mary wondered if she could have Names and Addresses of Parish Clergy, Groups, etc. printed in leaflet form.  Father Martin reported that this will be included in the Moyraverty Parish Calendar which will be available in the next few weeks.

· Mary Watkins also enquired if the May Procession might go out on the road.  Mary is aware that she has to apply to the PSNI and Father Martin stated that if application is successful he has no objections.

· Father Martin presented us all with a little Baby Jesus doll made by Father Garvin’s parishioners. We agreed to keep Father Garvin and his parishioners in our prayers.
Chairperson thanked us all for our input and attendance.
We closed with the Parish Prayer.
Date of next meeting:
  Wednesday 1st February 2012 at 7 p.m.

Reminders:

Please read Chapter 6 for next meeting.
Vincent O’Rourke to prepare prayer for next meeting.
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